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October 26, 2013

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “The Cities of Refuge” Part 2

Let us pray …

Last Sabbath we learned that God made provision for the safety of a person who innocently and accidentally killed another person. They were called cities of refuge and were so distributed that they would be within a half day’s journey from every part of the land; three cities on the east side of the Jordan and three cities on the west side. All roads leading to the cities were to be in good repair and had to have signposts saying “Refuge” in plain, bold letters.

The Levites lived in the cities of Refuge as they were not apportioned any land as were the other tribes. Each city of Refuge had a high priest. 
We showed that in type, there was a manslayer who would be judged as to his guilt or innocence. There was the innocent victim; the city of refuge, an avenger of blood and a high priest.

In anti-type we learned that the victim is Jesus, and that everyone who has sinned is the manslayer including you and I, and that Satan is the avenger of blood who wants to end the life of every individual that wants to find refuge. We learned that the heavenly Most Holy Place is our City of Refuge and Jesus is our High Priest who has been carrying on the work of judgment since October 22, 1844, which four days ago was the 169th year.

Now let us continue our study with this quote from God’s prophet found in GC 483.

“All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed the blood of Christ as their atoning sacrifice, have had pardon entered against their names in the books of heaven; as they have become partakers of the righteousness of Christ, and their characters are found to be in harmony with the law of God, their sins will be blotted out, and they themselves will be accounted worthy of eternal life. The Lord declares, by the prophet Isaiah: "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins." Isaiah 43:25. Said Jesus: "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels." "Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before men, him will I confess also before My Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny before My Father which is in heaven."” Revelation 3:5; Matthew 10:32, 33.  {GC 483.2}  

In speaking about the ancient cities of refuge, we had read in PP 513.3 “The roads leading to them were always to be kept in good repair; all along the way signposts were to be erected bearing the word "Refuge" in plain, bold characters, that the fleeing one might not be delayed for a moment.”  {PP 515.3}  

The signposts in the type were to help the manslayer to find his way to safety. Today the anti-typical signposts are the Ten Commandments.
“The cities of refuge appointed for God's ancient people were a symbol of the refuge provided in Christ. The same merciful Saviour who appointed those temporal cities of refuge has by the shedding of His own blood provided for the transgressors of God's law a sure retreat, into which they may flee for safety from the second death.”   {PP 516.3}  

Satan has his signposts along the way that tear down the signposts of God, His Ten Commandments. Satan’s signposts are designed to deceive and distract. So long as he can keep a Christian’s focus on the pleasures of the worldly, he can rightly claim them as his for Satan can say, “It is written, “… know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”
And God could not say that his claim is unjust.

The servant of the Lord said this, “Rapidly are men ranging themselves under the banner they have chosen, restlessly waiting and watching the movements of their leaders. There are those who are watching and waiting and working for our Lord's appearing; while the other party are rapidly falling into line under the generalship of the first great apostate. They look for a god in humanity, and Satan personifies the one they seek. Multitudes will be so deluded through their rejection of truth, that they will accept the counterfeit. Humanity is hailed as God.  {FLB 322.2} 

     Satan is ever on the alert to deceive and mislead. He is using every enchantment to allure men into the broad road of disobedience. He is working to confuse the senses with erroneous sentiments, and remove the landmarks by placing his false inscription on the signposts which God has established to point the right way.  {FLB 322.3}  

     Teachers of falsehood will arise to draw you away from the narrow path and the strait gate. Beware of them; though concealed in sheep's clothing, inwardly they are ravening wolves. . . .”  {FLB 322.4}  

Galatians 2:20   “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

The way to the city of refuge (Jesus), God requires sacrifice. Whether it is the sacrifice of our time, our diet, our idols, our worldliness or our monies, God expects His people to sacrifice.

Phil. 2:5 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” The life of Jesus is all about sacrifice and He is our worthy example.
What was God’s sign post in Eden? Gen 2:17 “…thou shalt surely die.”

What was Satan’s sign post in Eden? Gen 3:4 “Ye shall not surely die.”

God’s way is full surrender and loving obedience. Rev. 22:14 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”

Jesus warned us about Satan’s system; using ministers to lead the people in an opposite direction. In Matthew 7:15 He stated, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”
2 Cor. 11:13-15 “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.”
 The majority are seeking the city of refuge, but Satan has most Christians today travelling on the broad road believing they are safe as they swallow truth mixed with error.

Jesus said in Matthew 7:13, 14 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”  

John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  Christ’s way is crucifixion of self and self-denial.
“A signpost was erected by God for those journeying through this world. One arm of this signpost pointed out willing obedience to the Creator as the road to felicity and life, while the other arm indicated disobedience as the path to misery and death. The way to happiness was as clearly defined as was the way to the city of refuge under the Jewish dispensation. But in an evil hour for our race, the great enemy of all good turned the signpost around, and multitudes have mistaken the way.  {LHU 140.4}  

     Through Moses the Lord instructed the Israelites: "Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you. Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work . . . in the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed" (Exodus 31:13-17).  {LHU 140.5}  

     In these words the Lord clearly defined obedience as the way to the City of God; but the man of sin has changed the signpost, making it point in a wrong direction. He has set up a false sabbath and has caused men and women to think that by resting on it they were obeying the command of the Creator.”  {LHU 140.6}  
The sign posts let us know that we are within the city limits. God’s Sabbath is a sign post. 
Rev. 14:9, 10 is a warning sign post, “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive [his] mark in his forehead, or in his hand,  The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:” 
Rev. 14:12 is the landmark that lets us know that we can find refuge in Christ before it is too late, “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”

“The cities of refuge appointed for God's ancient people were a symbol of the refuge provided in Christ. The same merciful Saviour who appointed those temporal cities of refuge has by the shedding of His own blood provided for the transgressors of God's law a sure retreat, into which they may flee for safety from the second death. No power can take out of His hands the souls that go to Him for pardon. "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." "Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us;" that "we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us."” Romans 8:1, 34; Hebrews 6:18.  {PP 516.3}  

As the cities of refuge were designed to protect the innocent manslayer and to shield him from the avenger of blood, so Jesus is our refuge, our sure retreat. The roads on the way to the cities of refuge were to be kept in good repair. The Way into the heavenly sanctuary was to be kept in good repair.
The Bible says in Psalm 77:13 “Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God?”

Psalm 91:1 “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.”

John 14:6  “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:”

Hebrews 4:16 “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”

“It is those who by faith follow Jesus in the great work of the atonement who receive the benefits of His mediation in their behalf, while those who reject the light which brings to view this work of ministration are not benefited thereby. The Jews who rejected the light given at Christ's first advent, and refused to believe on Him as the Saviour of the world, could not receive pardon through Him. When Jesus at His ascension entered by His own blood into the heavenly sanctuary to shed upon His disciples the blessings of His mediation, the Jews were left in total darkness to continue their useless sacrifices and offerings. The ministration of types and shadows had ceased. That door by which men had formerly found access to God was no longer open. The Jews had refused to seek Him in the only way whereby He could then be found, through the ministration in the sanctuary in heaven. Therefore they found no communion with God. To them the door was shut. They had no knowledge of Christ as the true sacrifice and the only mediator before God; hence they could not receive the benefits of His mediation.”  {GC 430.2}  

God’s true people today are in the Most Holy Place experience, but there are those who are blocking the way into the Most Holy Place experience and they are keeping others in the outer court by their worldliness and un-Christlikeness.  The outer court was where justification originally took place. The Most Holy Place is where the sanctification experience happens.

Malachi 2:8, 9 “But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law.”

Matthew 23:13 “But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.”
The hypocritical Pharisees were blocking the way to the anti-typical city of refuge Jesus. Verse 14, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.”

Verse 15, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.”

Verse 16, “Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!”
A woe is a fearful thing coming from God and in those 4 statements Jesus pronounced 4 woes against the Pharisees because they are blockers or stumblingblocks of the people to the city of refuge who is Jesus.

In verse 23, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” The Pharisees had an outward form of religion but were sorely lacking in character. They were lacking in love and concern for their brethren whom they looked down on. They failed to show mercy as they were heard core legalists and Jesus called them blind guides (leaders) in verse 24. Today the leadership of the Laodicean church are also pronounced blind in Rev. 3:17. Many in leadership positions in the SDA church have thrown out God’s prophet and as the Bible says in Proverbs 29:18 “Where [there is] no vision, the people perish:”
In verses 25-28 Three more woes are pronounced on the Pharisees, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.  Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” What things relate to your character, appears on the outside, but it is an internal cleansing that is needed. And Jesus wants to clean us from the inside out. Do you live all the time as you live when you are in church?

“The truth and the glory of God are inseparable; it is impossible for us, with the Bible within our reach, to honor God by erroneous opinions. Many claim that it matters not what one believes, if his life is only right. But the life is molded by the faith. If light and truth is within our reach, and we neglect to improve the privilege of hearing and seeing it, we virtually reject it; we are choosing darkness rather than light.  {GC 597.2}  

     "There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." Proverbs 16:25. Ignorance is no excuse for error or sin, when there is every opportunity to know the will of God. A man is traveling and comes to a place where there are several roads and a guideboard indicating where each one leads. If he disregards the guideboard, and takes whichever road seems to him to be right, he may be ever so sincere, but will in all probability find himself on the wrong road.”  {GC 597.3}  

How can we be sure that we will not become a stumbling block and one who ends up on the wrong road? It is only by earnest daily study of the scriptures coupled with a healthy consistent prayer life that one may escape the myriad of traps Satan is setting to derail you. He wants you to neglect your study and prayer life so that you can aid him in blocking others and setting the pitfalls that will cause them to lead inconsistent lives, thereby making the road to the anti-typical city of refuge, Jesus, to be in disrepair.

Isaiah 58:12, “And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.” We know that anti-Christ caused the breach in God’s law when he substituted the counterfeit day for God’s Sabbath. To be a repairer we must not be neglectful, but be living consistent Christian lives. Then to be a restorer of paths to dwell in we must be living our health message, clean on the inside that we may shine on the outside.
Luke 9:59-62, “And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.  Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  Jesus gives us another warning sign post. Those who delay and make excuses for what they know they must do, are risking eternal loss. Jesus says that our priority is to preach our messages for this final generation, to the living that are on the road to eternal destruction.
“He who fled to the city of refuge could make no delay. Family and employment were left behind. There was no time to say farewell to loved ones. His life was at stake, and every other interest must be sacrificed to the one purpose--to reach the place of safety. Weariness was forgotten, difficulties were unheeded. The fugitive dared not for one moment slacken his pace until he was within the wall of the city.  {PP 517.1}  

     The sinner is exposed to eternal death, until he finds a hiding place in Christ; and as loitering and carelessness might rob the fugitive of his only chance for life, so delays and indifference may prove the ruin of the soul. Satan, the great adversary, is on the track of every transgressor of God's holy law, and he who is not sensible of his danger, and does not earnestly seek shelter in the eternal refuge, will fall a prey to the destroyer.” {PP 517.2}  

We are all fugitives, so we cannot afford to delay or make excuses. Salvation and security in Christ our High Priest are the only things of value.

Revelation 10:5, 6 “And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:” 
We must find refuge in Jesus now.

Next week we will conclude this 3 part series on the “Cities of Refuge.”

Let us pray … 

